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Hells, Turtles, Snakes, Robots: 
Back to the Future of a Connected World

T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  R E L I G I O U S  S T U D I E S  A T  N Y U  A N D
T H E  C E N T E R  F O R  G L O B A L  A S I A  A T  N Y U  S H A N G H A I  P R E S E N T

The Buddhist Cosmopolis
Keynote Lecture by Sonam Kachru

Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at Yale University

What can philosophers contribute to thinking of Buddhism in a
connected world? Of the many possible contributions, first we will take
up the very idea of a world, drawing on a late medieval debate in Indian
philosophy involving philosophical aliens. Then we will track the traces

of a connected world in late antiquity, from the Mediterranean to
South Asia and beyond, all with the help of creatures featured in
ancient thought experiments, some easy to place, others less so.

Katsushika Hokusai, A Tortoise, National Museum of Asian Art, Smithsonian
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