Whose East, Which West?

Triangulating Culture in China, Spain, and Latin America

NYU Shanghai, Friday, 25 April 2025

Overview

This symposium will bring networks of cultural exchange between China, Iberia, and Latin America into
focus. Through the first quarter of the twenty-first century, China’s ties to the Spanish- and
Portuguese-speaking world have become complex and multilayered, and while much scholarship has
focused on economics and geopolitics, the cultural dimensions of this relationship have only begun to
attract international attention. Yet artists and writers move increasingly between Asia, Europe, and the
Americas, and translators and publishers are making more and more works available to new readers.
Curators, gallerists, and other cultural mediators bring artworks and performances to international
audiences. Meanwhile, across Spain and Latin America, the Chinese diaspora is increasingly visible, as a
generation of creators comes of age and builds new networks and archives of belonging.

This event is the first in a two-part series of conferences on cultural relations between China and the
Ibero-American world. The second conference, funded by an NYU Global Opportunity Grant, is scheduled
to take place at NYU Madrid in June 2026. While the Madrid event will focus on China’s place in Spain
and Latin America, the opening Shanghai symposium in 2025 will focus on the Hispanic presence in
China’s historical and cultural world. Scholars of the colonial Philippines and imperial Chinese and
Spanish intertwinement will bring a longer perspective on the cultural legacies of this relationship in the
contemporary world, while literary scholars will discuss larger theoretical issues of the global circulation
of texts. Practicing translators, curators and artists will examine the recent boom in translation from
Spanish—with dozens of titles last year alone— along with the rise in collaborations between Chinese
museums and institutions in Spain and Latin America.

Audience

While designed as a small and informal gathering of scholars and professionals, the event is open to
students, faculty, and staff at NYU Shanghai as well as the public at large. With our concerted focus on
networks of exchange outside academia, in publishing houses, museums, galleries, etc., we welcome
pre-registered attendees from the literary and arts communities in Shanghai.

Participating Units
This event is a collaboration between Humanities, World Languages, and Global China Studies, with
support from the Offices of the Provost and Dean of Arts and Sciences of NYU Shanghai.



Whose East, Which West?
Triangulating Culture in China, Spain, and Latin America

Friday, April 25, 2025

9am Registration and Greetings
Anna Kendrick, Ruth de Llobet, Allen Young

9:30-10:45 China and the Transpacific Spanish Empire
Moderator: Duane Corpis, NYU Shanghai E{##41%) K

“The Worlds of 1619: Slavery and Race Between China and the Americas”
Stuart McManus, Chinese University of Hong Kong & #H ST K £

"Co-Opting Empire: Chinese Mestizo’s Agency and the Politics of Belonging in the Ibero-Asian World."
Ruth de Llobet, NYU Shanghai b4l k=

“The Spanish Franciscans in China during the 17th Century and their Cultural Accommodation”
Ye Junyang, Nanjing University H& £ B RS

11-12:15 Hispanophone and Sinophone Literary Worlds
Moderator: Arif Camoglu, New York University Shanghai

“Alternative Cosmopolitanisms: Latin American Writers in Early 20th-Century Shanghai”
Salvador Marinaro, Fudan University &5FE & H K%

“Toujours en ramenant la plume or tlacuiloa with Severo Sarduy”
Xiang Zairong, Duke Kunshan University [Ff7E5¢ B L35 K5

“Presumed Loss and Sinophone Connections between China and America: Recovering Diasporic
Chinese Women’s Voices in Yang Yuanyuan's Chinatown Cha-cha”
Ka Lee Wong, NYU Shanghai #iai4] iE4l ) K5

12:15-1pm Catered lunch for symposium participants
1-2pm Keynote: “Pablo Neruda and Socialist China”
Teng Wei, South China Normal University W £/ IifijE K=

Discussant: Allen Young, New York University Shanghai _#F4H %) K5

2:15-3:30pm Culture & Language in the Academy
Moderator: Xin Zou, Director, Chinese Language Program, NYU Shanghai

Bridging Cultures, Teaching Spanish: Insights from Chinese Tutors on Spanish Language Learning in
China
Alejandro Castellano, Xi’an Jiaotong Liverpool University %42 8@H] 47 K22

“Chinese Textbooks in Spanish-Speaking Countries”



Chen Jinmei (BLCU) fr#E ALFSMEE KT

“Enhancing Spanish Teaching and Learning for Beginners in China: A Journey of AI Development

and Integration in University Classrooms”
Raul Getino-Diez & Mikel Garcia Madariaga, Xi’an Jiaotong Liverpool University 8% 42 8] K

=

3:45-4:45pm Roundtable: International Circuits of Art
Moderator: Victoria de Arvizu, MB Projects

Xiang Zairong, Co-curator, Shanghai Biennale [A]7EZE b BUAFE 18 56 1 A

Leo Li, Founder, Proyecto Cela; Curatorial Assistant, Aranya Art 2= J5 3¢ Fif JIRME 25 A H0a 0K i Bh #
Yao Pengyu, Cultural Coordinator, Instituto Cervantes

Marina Camargo, Artist in Residence, Swatch Art Peace Hotel HiikELFIEE % ZARE

5pm-6pm Roundtable: Hispanic Literature in Chinese
Moderator: Chen Lin, NYU Shanghai [k g4l K52

Cai Xin, CITIC Press Group %%jik 15 Hifi4E H

Zhao Song, Writer #X#

Gu Yin, Shanghai International Studies University &1 s EE K%
Yan Shuo, Lucida Publishing House = H itk

6pm Reception and Presentation: Guia de Shanghai, by the Instituto Cervantes
Lucila Carzoglio and Salvador Marinaro

7:30pm Dinner off-campus for symposium participants



